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MATTER OF: Editorial Consultants, Inc. 

DIGEST: 

CTACI dismisses protest where aaency advises 
that it has not yet decided to conduct 
trainina course, which is subiect of pro- 
test, or whether to obtain it throuqh con- 
tract even if it is to be aiven. In the 
absence of an "award" or "proposed award" of 
a contract, protest is premature. 

Editorial Consultants, Inc., protests an alleqed sole 
source solicitation by the National Science Foundation 
for a course on writinq manaqement for executives. The 
firm believes that a "clandestine and noncompetitive" pro- 
curement is being conducted and that someone already has 
been selected for award. We dismiss the protest as pre- 
mature. 

The National Science Foundation, respondins to the 
protest, states that it has been reviewins existinq writinq 
courses and has obtained literature and informal Price QUO- 
tations from several sources. This whole effort has been 
exploratory, the aaency states, and no decision actually to 
conduct the course has been made. When and if it is, the 
aqency adds, it expects to follow the small purchase pro- 
cedures and to justify a sole source solicitation if used. 
A t  this time, the aaency concludes, our Office should dis- 
miss the protest. 

Upon receivina this advice, Editorial Consultants 
"withdrew" its protest. However, it imposed two condi- 
tions: ( 1 )  that the National Science Foundation notify it 
or provide it with a copy of any solicitation for a com- 
petitive procurement issued within the next 2 years, and 
(2) that if the National Science Foundation conducts a 
limited competition or makes a sole source award, it notify 
Editorial Consultants, listins all Dotential sources, the 
selected source, and the contract Price, and also provide 
Editorial Consultants with copies of all non-privileqed 
materials submitted bv the awardee. 



F i n c e  t h e  V a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  % i i n d a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  our 
P f f i c e ,  w o i i l i l  h a v e  t o  meet these c n n f l i t i n n s ,  F d i t n r i a l  
c o n s u l t a n t s '  " w i t h d r a w a l "  is m e a n i n a l e s s .  Ve aaree ,  how- 
e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  n ro tes t  i s  n rema t i i r e ,  s i n c e  i t  doec n o t  c o n -  
c e r n  t h e  award or pronosed award  of A n a r t i c r i l a r  c n v t r a c t .  
Cep o u r  P i d  n ro t e s t  P r o c e d ~ i r e s ,  A C . F . 0 .  Dart 2 1  I l Q R A ) ;  
hero C o r p o r a t i o p ,  P - 1 Q A 4 4 5 . 3 ,  P c t .  1 7 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  70-2  r p n  
" 7f i3 .  

- 

F'P n o t e  t h a t  ar\ a m e n d v e n t  to t h e  Srnnall P u s i ~ e s s  a c t ,  
Pub. L. W .  Q Q - 7 2 ,  Q7 ? t a t .  403 ( 1 Q R 3 ) ,  w i t b  I i w i t e d  
e x c e n t i o v s  r e c r u i r e s  t h a t  all p r o m s 4  c o m n e t i t i v e  awl 
n o n c o r v w t i t i v e  c i v i l i a n  a n d  d e f e n s e  o m c u r e v e n t s  of S l C l , P O f l  
or more be n u h l i c i 7 e d  i n  t h e  rmmerce Q u s i n e s s  n a i l v  
i m w e d i a t e l v  a f t e r  t h e  n e c e s s i t v  f o r  t h e  n r o c u r e r e n t  is 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  U u r t h e r ,  f ede r? l  aaencies mav n o t  issue a 
S o l i r i t F t i o n  u n t i l  a t  l p ? s t  1 5  d a v s  a f t e r  t h e  ? a t e  of  ntib- 
l i p a t i n n  or fnreclnse cornnetition ( i n t i 1  a t  l e a s t  I n  davq 
hsve  e l a p s e d .  T 'nder  t h i 9  a m e n d m e n t ,  we b e l i e v e  F d i t o r i a l  
ConFul tsnts shn i i l c !  h a v e  a ? v t i a t e  Potire o f  a n v  prcnoseil 
sole source avStd  and adecrtiate titne t o  f i l e  a time1v nro- 
test w i t h  o u r  office. 

T h e  n r e s e n t  protest  is d i s v i s s e d .  
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